
 
 

How to search the Internet and existing sales outlets for similar or comparable products 
 

1. This costs nothing but your time 
 

2. The more work spent here, the better off you’ll be down the road 
 

3. Start with the Internet 
a. Google search (www.google.com) 
b. Describe your item with noun & 1 or 2 adjectives 

i. ________________________ 
ii. ________________________ 

iii. ________________________ 
c. Search the first 3 pages of results 

i. Pay attention to the paid placement links 
d. Click through to those sites that look similar 
e. Keys & Tips 

i. Do viral/referral searching 
ii. Rearrange nouns & adjectives 

iii. Print off 1st page of website 
iv. This should take hours or even days 

f. Other sites to search 
i. Patents (www.uspto.gov) 

ii. Ebay (www.ebay.com) 
iii. Companies (www.macraesbluebook.com, www.thomasnet.com) 

 
4. Check sales outlets 

a. Determine everywhere you can buy your type of item 
i. Check phonebook & call around 

ii. Again, viral/referral searching is the way to go 
iii. Always try mass-merchants 
iv. Drive around & keep your eyes open 

b. Walk the aisles 
i. ASK! 

c. Talk to a manager 
 

5. If you find something… 
a. It’s not necessarily a bad thing 
b. Is my product 50% cheaper or 100% better? 
c. Can I partner with an existing product? 

 
6. If you don’t… 

a. One task is down, but many more to come! 
 
TIPS 

1. Be objective – be passionate about your idea, but not in love with it 
2. Know everything about the product 
3. Everyone will like it, but who will pay for it?  

“Is My Idea Already Out There?” 






